
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 7, 2013 
Title:  The Believer and the Spirit of Love for Fellow Believers/the Local Church 
Text:  1 John 2:3-11 
Theme: John’s message is very clear: The true believer is to have victory over sin. 
 
Introduction: 
Walking in light looks like loving one another.  To walk in JESUS results in loving those who 
are HIS.  This is the non-negotiable in John’s writings. 
 
John continues his pastoral care by contrasting the local assembly against those who have left 
the church.   
 
“In 2:3-11 he continues to deal with the claims of the secessionists, but here he focuses upon 
the claim they make to know God while not keeping His commands.”1 
 
True faith results in a genuine love for fellow believers.  I will draw the net even tighter as to 
what Pastor John means by “brother” but for now let us continue.  Without this love, true faith 
does not exist.  John addresses many issues / problems.  Perhaps in dealing with problems the 
church was becoming bitter in the battle.  Confrontation has the ability to make people bitter. 
John’s audience was tired of hearing people say they walk in light, but in reality walk in 
darkness (1:5-2:2).   John’s audience was tired of hearing fellow believer’s still being mired 
down by sin.  Now they were becoming cynical and the camaraderie of their fellowship was 
being lost in the midst of the battle for truth.  The church was becoming cliquish and 
splintered.  It is here that John sounds loudly and clearly his message of love. 
 
John’s words appear so blunt and absolute that there is a tendency to soften them.  Yet we 
must make no mistake, to harbor ill will toward a fellow believer is of the flesh and cannot be 
allowed to continue.  A continued spirit of hatred for fellow believers is a sign of unbelief. 
 
The importance of this thought is seen in the repeating of it in two other passages (3:1-24; 4:7-
20).  A large portion of John’s epistle is given over to this very thought. 
 
By examining the various passages several thoughts concerning this topic come to the 
forefront of John’s mind.  First, we need to define the two terms as used by John.  What does 
John mean when he uses the word love and that of hate?  This is a text where tremendous 
pressure can be placed on the audience.  This text can be turned into a series of questions.  
Listen to what this sounds like. 
 

• Do you know Him? 

• Do you keep His commandments? 

• If you do not keep His commandments, then you are a liar and the truth in not in you. 

• Has the love of God been perfected in you? 

• Are you in Him? 

• Are you abiding? 

• Are you walking in the same manner in which He walks? 
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• Do you hate any brother or sister in Christ?  Remember what Jesus said, “If you wish a 
brother or sister harm, you are a murderer?” 

 
It is my experience in church life that your behavior would suggest you are not keeping His 
commandments, you are not abiding in Him and you are not walking in the same manner in 
which He walks.  I can look at your church attendance, your giving records and your 
attendance to the word of God and I would conclude you are not an authentic disciple.  In fact, 
I am not sure you are a disciple.  To be sure, you might be saved, but you are not a disciple. 
 
FRIENDS, such rhetoric is fleecing the flock and not shepherding the flock. 
 
The difficulty I have with the series of questions is the inability of the communicator to define 
for us what this means?  How do I know if and when I’ve answered the question correctly? 
 
WHAT DOES THIS TEXT MEAN?  I believe John tells us what keeping, abiding and walking 
looks like when we place such ideas in the context of the Gnostic problem.  For the sake of our 
study I will form the paragraph into two questions. 
 

I. Do you keep His commandments (2:3-6)? 
 

3 by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 The one who says, 
"I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 

but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we 
are in Him: 6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. 
(1 John 2:3-6) 

 
In verses 3-6,  Pastor John’s general principle is to obey His commandments.  Phrases such as 
“keep His commandments” and “keeps His word” and “abides in Him” and “to walk in the 
same manner as He walked” are all saying the same thing.  Those who keep His 
commandments (etc.) are those who “walk in the LIGHT/JESUS” and “abide in the 
LIGHT/JESUS.” Whoever is in JESUS walk and abide in JESUS.    
 
A primary word in these four verses is the word “keep.”  As noted, it is used as a synonym 

with other words.  The word “keep” is τηρεω. The AV translates it by the following English 
words: keep 57, reserve 8, observe 4, watch 2, preserve 2, keeper 1, and hold fast 1.  It is found 
a total of 75 times in the New Testament.  It carries the idea of “to attend to carefully, take care 
of, to guard.”  What is meant by keeping His commandments?  What does “keeping” look like 
in 1 John?  Verses 7-11 will tell us what keeping, walking and abiding looks like in the first 
century situation John and the church finds themselves. 
 
Unfortunately, I have been spiritually abused in my past and as such there are certain words 
that I struggle with.  The scar tissue is so severe that certain words make me cringe and recoil 
in fear and perhaps distain.  “Obedience” is one of those words.  I recognize that some might 
jump to the conclusion that I struggle with the act of obeying, which is NOT TRUE.  For 
example, if every time your parent raised their hand they slapped you, then every time your 
parent raised their hand you would prepare yourself to be slapped.  This is why some people 
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loath coming to church because every time they went they were made to feel guilty and 
inadequate.  Obedience is a glorious word and John uses words like keep, walk and abide to 
describe obedience.  Unfortunately, the word obedience was a word used to get me to do 
things I did not care to do.  It was always used to call into question my love for Christ and His 
Church.  “If you really love Jesus, then you will [fill in the blank].”  Thus, John lays down the 
principle of keeping, walking and abiding as the consequence of knowing Him, having His 
love perfected in you and is in Him.  Keeping, walking and abiding do not put us IN HIM.  
Keeping, walking and abiding are the results of begin IN HIM. 
 
The following statement is true: “Obedience to the teachings of Christ is the identifier of a 
Christian.  A Christian is one who lives the Christ life.  A life empowered by Christ.”  
Unfortunately, we have made this anthropocentric (man-centered) and fail to keep it Christo-
centric (Christ-centered). 
 
John contrasts two groups in the following four verses. 
 

A. The Gnostic (v. 4) 
 
John has a very specific group of people in mind.  Notice the repeating of a specific phrase. 
 

• The one who says (v. 4) 

• The one who says (v. 6) 

• The one who says (v. 9) 
 

1. He is a liar (v. 4a) 
 
The person who says (Pres. Act. Ptc.) he knows (Perf. Act. Indicative) God, but does not keep 
(Pres. Act. Ptc.) His commandment is a liar. 
 

“Liar” ϕευστες. Occurs 10 times in the NT.  Carries the idea of “one who breaks faith, a false 
and faithless man.”  John uses the word 7 out of the 10 times to describe the devil and his 
offspring (John 8:44, 55; 1 John 1:10; 2:4, 22; 4:20; 5:10).   Paul does not deviate from John’s 
usage (Rom. 3:4; 1 Tim. 1:10; Titus 1:12). 
 
There is to be no wall between what one believes and how one behaves.  To say you know 
Him without keeping His word is not to know the truth.  You are a liar.  It is the same thing 
seen in 1:6. 
 

2. He is void of the truth (v. 4b) 
 
Not only is the individual a liar, but the truth is not presently abiding in him.   
 
Are you keeping His commandments?  Most would answer by saying, “I hope so.”  
Unfortunately, there should be little doubt in our minds as to kept commandments.  If His 
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commandments are not grievous (5:3) but are easy, light and impart rest (Matt. 11:28-30), then 
He is the one doing the keeping and I am to rest in His finished work. 
 
John then describes the confessors in two ways.  
 

B. The Confessors (vv. 5, 6) 
 

1. The prescription 
 
The solution to your problems and the answer to your question are found IN HIM. 
 

a. He knows Him (v. 3)  
 

b. He has the love of God perfected in Him (v. 5) 
 
By keeping the commandments you display God’s love perfected.  Your obedience is the result 
of God’s perfect love.  This is what His love does, it loves the body.  

 
c. He is IN HIM 

 
2. The description 

 
This is what life looks like IN HIM.  This does not make you what you need to be.  He makes 
you what you need to be.  Remember, the flow from God to man is one way.  Position changes 
practice/condition; practice/condition cannot change position.   
 

a. Commandment keeping (v. 3) 
 

• By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. (1 John 2:3) 
 

• The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him; (1 John 2:4) 

 

• Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have 
had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. (1 John 2:7) 

 

• On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, 
because the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining. (1 John 2:8) 

 

• 22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things 
that are pleasing in His sight. 23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 24 The one who keeps His 
commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom He has given us. (1 John 3:22-24) 

 

• And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also. 
(1 John 4:21) 
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• By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His 
commandments. (1 John 5:2) 

 

• For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 
burdensome. (1 John 5:3) 

 
“God’s commands are that we believe in Christ and do what he commands, and this letter 
highlights Jesus’ command to love one another.”2 
 
Do you hear what he said?  All the commandments are reducible to two.  Love God, the 
causation, and love one another, the consequence. 
 

b. In Him abiding (v. 6) 
 
 

c. He walks in the same manner as Christ (v. 6) 
 

“Ought” οφειλω. It is translated by various words in the AV - ought 15, owe 7, be bound 2, be  
(one's) duty 2 is a debtor 1, be guilty 1, be indebted 1.  It means “to owe, to be in debt for.” 
 

“Same manner” καΘος. It means “according as, just as, even as, in proportion as, in the degree 
that.” 
 
Christians are to be imitators of Christ.  We “owe” it to Him to walk as He walked.   
 
John’s words are straightforward, do you keep His commandments?  Do you abide in Him?  
Do you walk in the same manner that He walked?  All three of these statements are 
synonymous.  There is no difference between keeping, walking, and abiding.  Those who keep 
and walk and abide are those who know Him (v. 3), are those in whom the love of God has 
truly been perfected (v. 5a) and are in Him (v. 5b).   
 
John tells us that if we do not keep and do not walk and do not abide, then we do not know 
Him, we do not have the love of God perfected in us and we are not in Him.  Why is this idea 
an issue?  This is an issue because people wish to dismiss biblical morality and behavior and 
still claim to be in the light.  John does not separate two dominate ideas.  First, Jesus is light 
and in Him is no darkness at all.  Second, just as Jesus is light so also His people are lights.  To 
separate these two ideas is to make one a liar and ultimately to make God a liar. 
 

• If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: (1 John 
1:6) 

 

• He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. (1 
John 2:4) 

 

• Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the 
Son. (1 John 2:22) 

 



 

 

6 

• If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? (1 John 4:20) 

 
To deny Jesus in God’s Story makes God a liar.  If Jesus is not who He claims to be, then we 
call God a liar.  Jesus came to save sinners.  To deny this is to make God a liar.  This is what 
our text tells us. 
 

• If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (1 John 1:10) 
 

• He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made 
him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. (1 John 5:10) 

 
John works from the larger principle of his present problem and draws a tight application.  Let 
us remember what is happening. 
 
John is targeting those who have denied Jesus and have left their fellowship/local church.  He 
is identifying them as those who do not keep His commandments, do not abide in Him and do 
not walk in the same way Jesus walked.  John now tells us why he knows this.  John knows 
they are not keeping His commandments because they do not love the brothers and sisters in 
the church.  John knows they do not abide in Jesus because they have left the church.  John 
knows they are not walking as His walks because they are not continuing in the fellowship of 
the local church. 
 
I recognize such thinking is foreign to our current view of the Christian life, but it is the right 
view.  Our difficulty is straining at the proverbial gnat and missing entirely the broad beam 
poking us in the eye.  We attempt to over analyze this text when it is saying the same thing 
from different perspectives.  What happens in verses 7-11 is the illustration of commandment 
keeping and abiding. 
 
If you do not love your brother, then you are not keeping, abiding and walking.  This is John’s 
point, and he is pointing at the Gnostics (not his congregation). 
 

II. Do you love the brother/local church? (vv. 7-11) 
 
“The author addresses his readers directly in 2:7-8 and writes about the new command.  These 
verses are transitional, moving the readers from the general requirement of obedience to God’s 
commands (2:3-6) to the specific obligation to love fellow believers (2:9-11).”3 
 
Note the triumphant tone struck by the author, “Darkness is passing and the true Light is 
already shining.” 
 
In verses 7-11, Pastor John’s specific application of the general principle is in the area of loving 
one another [in the context of the local church].  Notice the connection between verses 5 and 8.  
Verse 8 speaks of our Lord’s intrusion into darkness by the present reality of His kingdom in 
and through His body, the church. 
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From the general principle John gives a specific example.  The example is relevant to the 
congregation.  We must keep the dichotomy between the Gnostic and the believer in JESUS as 
Christ incarnate separate and in the forefront of our study. 
 
Verses 9-11 continue the contrast between the Gnostic and the believer.   
 
I’m going to change the reading of this text to reflect what I believe is John’s meaning.  My 
purpose is to show how people never speak of hating the body of Christ, but they do have 
significant animosity toward local churches.  For example, no one claiming to be a Christian 
speaks of hating Christians.  Yet we have a significant amount of professing Christians who 
claim to be followers of Jesus but never support a local church or they speak of the local 
church with indifference or claim they do not need the local church because they have their 
“Christian coffee group” that meets weekly.  Pastor John would know none of this. 
 

The one who says he is in JESUS and yet hates THE LOCAL CHURCH is in the 
darkness until now. The one who loves THE LOCAL CHURCH abides in JESUS and 
there is no cause for stumbling in him. But the one who hates THE LOCAL CHURCH 
is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going 
because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

 
It should go without saying, but I do not wish to assume anything -- Loving others does not 
cause you to be IN JESUS.  Being IN JESUS causes you to love others.  Our difficulty is trying 
to determine how much love I must have individually in order to meet this criterion of loving 
others.  Again, it is imperative we do not separate the individual from the corporate.  We 
struggle with loving certain individuals.  That is not what John speaks of.  The Gnostics 
HATED the body of Christ, His people.  The issue is not the individual, but the church.  
People who speak of their hate for the church or denigrate the local church are those being 
addressed in this text.  Such people who openly despise the local church are blind and in 
darkness. 
 
“It is more likely that the brothers they hated were the author himself and those who belonged 
to his group.”4 
 
Notice the outcome of this animosity.  “People who hate fellow believers walk in the realm in 
which sinful behavior predominates, and their own sinful behavior, in this case their hatred, 
blinds their eyes so that they do not know where they are going.”5  To put yourself outside the 
church is to put yourself in peril, in harm’s way. 
 

A. To love one’s brother is a timeless truth (2:7; 3:11, 23; 2 John 5 [Lev. 19:18; John 
13:34, 35; 15:12, 13; Rom. 13:8-10; Gal. 5:13, 14; James 2:8-9). 

 
This message reaches from and through all of the various dispensations.  I would like to sight 
three passages (Matt 22; Gal 5; James 2) to show the weight of the command. 
 

• Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind. (Matt. 22:37) 
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• This is the first and great commandment. (Matt. 22:38) 
 

• And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. (Matt. 22:39) 
 

• On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. (Matt. 22:40) 
 

• For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love 
serve one another. (Gal. 5:13) 

 

• For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. (Gal. 5:14) 
 

• If ye fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well: 
(James 2:8) 

 
To love one’s brother is not a new truth.  It is foundational and culminative.   
 

B. To love one’s brother is part of the new-nature/new-man (2:8; 2 Cor. 5:17 [John 
13:34; 15:12). 

 
The darkness is passing away (Present Indicative) and the light is shining (Present Indicative). 
Notice how verse eight speaks of the darkness passing away and the true light increasing in its 
intensity.  I understand this to be referring to the old nature’s decline and the new nature’s 
disclosure.  Indeed, to love is a fruit of the Spirit.  It is an expression of the new man. 
 

C. To love one’s brother is a revealer of true faith (2:9-10; 3:10; 4:7, 8, 11, 16, 12, 20, 
21; 5:1). 

 
John’s statements are too numerous to be casual.  Its repetitive use shows its importance and 
strength.  John contrasts loving and hating throughout the epistle.  John is very strong here. 
 

1. Negatively Stated – to hate 
 
John notes four characteristics of those who hate. 
 

a. in darkness (1:5,6; 2:8,9, 11) 
 
This is the kind of darkness that results from a lack of light. 
 

b. of the devil (3:10) 
 

The one who hates is an offspring of the διαβολος! 
 

c. in death (3:14) 
 
Those who hate abide in death.  
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d. a murderer (3:15) 
 
This particular Greek word is found only three times in the entire New Testament.  Twice in 
this verse and in John 8:44!  If you hate your brother, then you dwell in darkness, of the devil, 
marked as a murderer and by death.  The one who hates his brother is not saved or at the very 
least is in danger of falling away from the faith. 
 

2. Positively Stated – to love 
 

Love is non-offensive.  The one who loves does not cause fellow believers to stumble, sin. 
John’s bottom line is you love because you know Him.  Without the initial relationship of 
knowing Him you would not love (4:19).  If you do not love, it is a reflection of your nature. 
 

D. To love one’s brother is to be acting toward him sacrificially and for his benefit 
(3:16-18; 1 Cor. 13) 

 
The word John uses in v.16 for “ought to” speaks of debt.  We are debtors before God to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ to serve them sacrificially.  If we have the ability to alleviate a 
brother in need, then it is our obligation to assist them in their time of need.  Verse 18 uses the 

Greek word αλλα to show the contrast between mere words and positive sacrificial action. 
 

E. To love one’s brother is to love as Christ loved (4:7-11; Eph. 5:1, 2) 
 
Christ set the standard for true love.  God the Father sent His Son to be our Savior.  It is 
through His sacrificial death that all may have life. 
 

Verse ten uses αλλα to show the contrast between God’s action of love and ours toward Him.  

Verse eleven uses the protosis ει. This can be translated by the English word “since”.  Since 
God does love us should we not in turn love our equals and peers? 
 

F. To love one’s brother is to keep our Lord’s Word (5:2) 
 
The greatest way we can show love for one another is by loving God first.  And to love God 
first is to be engaged in the keeping of His commandments.  And to be keeping His 
commandments is to be resting in a finished work. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. The ability to love as Christ loves is only possible if Christ is doing the loving through you.  

The kind of love called for is a Spirit generated love.   
2. Do you love the brethren? 
3. Is there any one out there that you wish ill upon? 
4. Friend, if you are a professing believer, then you need to put off feelings of hatred and 

animosity toward others.  If you are given to rage, then make no provision for its outlet or 
appetite.   
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5. Today you must determine in your heart and mind to abstain from all fleshly lusts for they 
are warring against your soul. 

6. Will you this day love others even as Christ loved you? 
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